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ACT ONE

FADE IN:

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - KITCHEN - MORNING

Phil walks into the kitchen holding the “Gutter-done” tool to 
his chest. Claire puts dishes in a cabinet.

PHIL
(to the tool)

What once was a tool that was 
supposed to gut our gutters now 
guts my soul.

CLAIRE
Those poor birds...

PHIL
Claire, don’t mention the massacre. 
Gutter-done is present, for 
goodness sake.

Claire shuts the cabinet.

CLAIRE INTERVIEW

Claire sits on a couch in the living room.

CLAIRE
A few years back, Phil bought a 
tool for cleaning out the gutters.

(beat)
He was so proud, until Gutter-done 
committed gutter-homicide.

(beat)
He’s been ashamed of the stupid 
thing ever since.

(beat)
Phil better get over it quick. He’s 
cleaning the gutters today.

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Claire pats Phil on the shoulder, grabs Gutter-done, and 
drops it on the counter.

CLAIRE
Today, Gutter-done redeems itself.



PHIL
There is no redemption for the 
birdies. Did you do a nest-check?

CLAIRE
Phil...

PHIL
It’s been a long week. Can’t this 
wait just one more weekend? The 
girls are with Dad in Arizona. Luke 
might need help with something.

(beat)
Or, hey...

(beat)
Maybe you and I could pick up where 
we left off Monday morning--

Claire squeezes Phil’s arm.

PHIL (CONT’D)
Ouch!

CLAIRE
I know what you’re doing. Don’t. I 
hate to press the issue but--

PHIL
So instead you press my arm?

Claire relinquishes her grasp, stomps over to Gutter-done, 
and lifts it up with her index finger.

CLAIRE
Get ‘er done, partner.

Claire’s cell rings. Phil lowers his head, shuffles over to 
Claire, and grabs the tool. He investigates Gutter-done 
further. Claire picks up her cell phone and examines the I.D.

CLAIRE (CONT’D)
It’s Mitchell. Wonder if Cam’s 
dressing up like Fizbo for the Cul--

Claire stops herself mid-sentence. Phil’s eyes move away from 
the tool and up to Claire.

PHIL
The what?

Claire answers her phone.
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CLAIRE
(to Phil)

Nothing.
(to Mitchell)

Mitchell? Hi. How are you today?

INT. MITCHELL & CAMERON’S DUPLEX - HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Mitchell exits Lily’s bedroom with a multicolored clown wig 
in one hand and the phone to his ear in the other.

MITCHELL
Ew. What’s with you this morning?

CLAIRE (V.O.)
Oh, nothing--

INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Claire enters the living room. Phil is in the background, 
still in the kitchen. He examines the tool further.

CLAIRE
(whispers)

Phil promised me he would clean the 
gutters and I did the best I could 
to avoid mentioning the Culture 
Festival was today.

INTERCUT MITCHELL & CAMERON’S DUPLEX/DUNPHY HOUSE

Mitchell presses the phone between his shoulder and cheek. He 
picks at the wig’s knots.

MITCHELL
I’m not sure if that was a metaphor 
or a sad Saturday. Either way, as 
soon as Cam’s cake is done, we’re 
heading to the park.

Claire peeps over her shoulder at Phil in the kitchen.

CLAIRE
You girls have fun. Good luck to 
Cam in the bake sale. We’re a 
culture of cleaning over here.

Mitchell drops the wig, picks it back up, and grabs his phone 
from his shoulder.

MITCHELL
Oh god, you sound like mom.
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CLAIRE
I’m going to stop talking to you 
right now before I make you come 
over here and clean my gutters.

MITCHELL
Wait. Did you just--

CLAIRE
Good bye, Mitchell.

Claire hangs up and turns toward the kitchen.

INT. MITCHELL & CAMERON’S DUPLEX - KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Cameron places a large, dirty bowl in the sink. Mitchell 
enters--clown wig still in-hand--and slides his phone into 
his coat pocket.

MITCHELL
Cam, did you make Lily dress up as 
“Lizbo” again?

CAMERON
I did no such thing. I don’t know 
what on Earth you’re talking about.

Mitchell throws the wig at Cameron’s face. Cameron catches 
the wig.

MITCHELL AND CAMERON INTERVIEW

Mitchell and Cameron sit on a loveseat in their living room.

CAMERON (CONT’D)
I wanted Lily and I to dress up in 
our clowning garb for the bake sale 
to celebrate clown culture.

MITCHELL
Cam, we’re married gay men with an 
adopted Asian daughter. Isn’t that 
enough to celebrate?

Cam puts on a red clown nose and corrects his posture.

CAMERON
Maybe for you.
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INT. MITCHELL & CAMERON’S DUPLEX - MORNING - CONTINUOUS

Cameron tosses the wig onto the kitchen table. Mitchell 
checks his watch.

MITCHELL
We need to round up Lily if we’re 
going to make it in time.

Cameron flips a hand towel over his shoulder.

CAMERON
In a minute. The bun’s in the oven.

MITCHELL
Oh, I’m sorry. You defy Lily and 
now you’re defying science as well?

CAMERON
Ha-ha. The best bun cake in the 
bake sale will be ready soon. Then 
we can scoot.

MITCHELL
I don’t even see why you bother. 
You know everyone in the city just 
goes to a bakery anyway.

CAMERON
You mean like what Pepper did last 
year when Ronaldo revealed his 
baking tact?

MITCHELL
Tact? More like baking negligence. 
His ganache looked more like spin-
ache.

Cameron checks on his cake.

CAMERON
It was supposed to be mint.

MITCHELL
At least he got the leaves right.

The timer sounds. Cameron leaps.

CAMERON
It’s ready!

(beat)
Lily? You all set?
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Lily runs into the kitchen and throws the “Lizbo” costume in 
Cameron’s face.

LILY
Now I am!

INT. JAY AND GLORIA’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - MORNING

Gloria puts a few of Joe’s necessities in a bag while Joe 
sits on the counter. Jay pulls a bottle of water from the 
refrigerator and closes the door. 

GLORIA
What do you mean you don’t know 
you’re culture?

JAY
Gloria, I have no culture anymore. 
I spend my time with you guys. I 
play golf. Enjoy a scotch now and 
then. Work occasionally. That’s my 
culture.

GLORIA
I’m not talking about what you do 
everyday. I’m talking about where 
you’re from. Where you heart is, 
Jay.

Jay walks over to Joe and tickles his belly.

JAY
(to Gloria)

I’m a red-blooded American. I was 
born here so--

GLORIA
So then do something for your 
American culture if that’s where 
you’re from.

JAY
I told you, I play golf. As a 
matter of fact, that’s what I was 
planning on doing today to 
celebrate my culture.

Gloria huffs and puffs while she finishes with Joe’s things 
and exits the kitchen. She crosses paths with Manny, who 
heads straight for the oven.

6.



MANNY
Good morning, mom. Jay, you ready 
for the Culture Festival?

JAY
Hmph.

Jay takes a sip of his water. The oven timer buzzes. Manny 
takes out his “torta negra” (dark chocolate cake) out of the 
oven and places it on the counter beside Joe.

JAY (CONT’D)
Manny, you could have just gone to 
a bakery. That’s what they all do 
for the infamous bake sale.

Manny fans off the cake and laughs.

MANNY
Jay, this torta negra is an 
authentic Columbian dessert. No red 
velvets here. It’s the Culture 
Festival. I have to represent.

JAY
Right.

MANNY
What were you and mom arguing 
about?

Gloria enters the kitchen with her purse.

GLORIA
Jay’s not going.

MANNY
(to Jay)

What? Why not?

GLORIA
He says he has no culture.

JAY
Now, Gloria, that’s not what I 
said. If you want me to go, I’ll 
go.

Manny places his cake inside a cake box. Gloria scoops Joe 
off the counter.
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GLORIA
No! Go play your golf game. We’ll 
go celebrate Columbia at the 
Culture Festival. You come when you 
find your culture. Vamanos, Manny.

Gloria and Joe exit the kitchen. Manny closes his cake box.

MANNY
Jay, why don’t you embrace our 
Columbian heritage? You married 
into it.

JAY
Now wait a minute. She married into 
mine.

MANNY
Really? There’s mom, myself, and 
Joe. That’s two and a half 
Columbians to one full-blooded 
American. You’re outnumbered, Jay, 
and you know it.

JAY
Hmph.

Jay takes another sip of his water.

MANNY
See ya out there.

Manny smacks Jay on the shoulder, which causes Jay to spit 
out some water. Manny grabs the cake box, and exits.

END OF ACT ONE
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